
Clemson University Football Player Uplifts 
His Community to Earn 2020 Disney Spirit 
Award

LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla., (Dec. 1, 2020) – There’s talk that Clemson University running back Darien Rencher 
will one day be the Atlantic Coast Conference commissioner. Or maybe the Governor of South Carolina. 
Perhaps, but for now this much is certain: Rencher will be the recipient of the 2020 Disney Spirit Award for his 
inspiring leadership amid college football’s push to overcome social injustice and the coronavirus pandemic.

Rencher was one of the early voices in the effort among college football players nationwide to promote safe 
play during the 2020 season amid the pandemic. Working with some of the college game’s biggest stars, 
such as Ohio State QB Justin Fields, Oklahoma State RB Chuba Hubbard and Clemson teammate Trevor 
Lawrence, Rencher sparked the national #WeWantToPlay movement among college football players who 
were eager to find ways for teams to safely play this season.

And it was Rencher who was a key organizer of a peaceful campus march by the football program in support 
of social justice. He continues to be a powerful voice within the movement – both at Clemson and back home 
in nearby Anderson, South Carolina.

Rencher will be presented with the coveted Disney Spirit Award – given annually by Disney Sports to college 
football’s most inspirational player, coach, team or figure – by Disney Sports Vice President Faron Kelley at 
The Home Depot College Football Awards on Jan. 7, 2021. The 30th edition of the awards show, hosted 
by ESPN’s Chris Fowler and Holly Rowe, will be 90-minute virtual special at 7 pm ET.

 

“Darien is a true inspiration to his team and community,” said Kelley. “On and off the field, he has been a 
voice for change and unity, and we couldn’t be more proud to recognize him as the 2020 recipient of the 
Disney Spirit Award.”

“Dreams come true. As a young kid, I grew up around this area, and to see all the things that I thought were 
setbacks, the Lord used them for major comebacks in my life,’’ Rencher said. “This moment wouldn’t be what 
it is without all the moments that came before it, and I know this moment will lead to another moment. I feel 
like one of the highest human acts is to inspire people to do something good. To know that I inspired people 
makes me thankful for the entire journey.”

Rencher has long been a vocal advocate for improving the lives of those in the African-American community. 
He mentors young people in his hometown and at his church, and is well-known for giving inspiring pre-game 
speeches back in his high school football days. Those close to him say he is simply a natural born leader.

https://espnpressroom.com/us/press-releases/2020/11/30th-annual-the-home-depot-college-football-awards-to-be-held-virtually-january-7-on-espn/
https://espnpressroom.com/us/press-releases/2020/11/30th-annual-the-home-depot-college-football-awards-to-be-held-virtually-january-7-on-espn/


“He has the gift of wisdom and discernment like no other person I’ve seen,’’ said his mother, Tara Sally.

Rencher joins 24 past honorees, including Casey O’Brien (University of Minnesota, 2019), Tyler Trent (Purdue 
University, 2018), James Conner (University of Pittsburgh, 2016), Bob Stoops and Sterling Shepard (University 
of Oklahoma, 2014), Nate Boyer (University of Texas, 2012), Carson Tinker and the entire University of 
Alabama football team (2011), Mark Herzlich (Boston College, 2009) and Tim Tebow (University of Florida, 
2008), among others. The award was first given in 1996 to Rossville High School’s Daniel Huffman.


